SHIVA
Early marriages were instituted princi-
pally that the child-bearing years of
woman should be utilized to the full.
Actually, in effect, the reverse is true.
Sir Denzil Ibbetson, in his report on
the census of the Punjab compiled in
iSSi, notes: " The early marriages
among Hindus decrease rather than
increase the proportion of children.
This suggestion is based upon injury
to the mother and consequent increase
of female mortality. The children
shown as under one year of age in our
returns are 750457. Now there are
2,903,003 married women between the
ages of twenty and forty [in the
Punjab]; so that we have 25.8
children born for every hundred married
women between these two ages, while
the corresponding figure for England
*s 35.87; and if we take lower ages
the eomjSarison will be still more
unfavourable for the Punjab.
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